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For many nonprofit organizations, winning a membership to the Clinton 
Global Initiative (CGI) means gaining access to a substantial pool of 
potential donors ready to offer funds to community development projects.  
 
Established by former US president Bill Clinton in 2005, CGI is an 
amalgamation of some of the world’s top companies, community leaders 
and civil societies. Every year members meet at an annual meeting – the 
most recent took place in September of this year – to exchange ideas on 
pressing issues such as generating employment and sustainable 
consumption.  
 
“This is a fantastic opportunity for us because the Clinton Global Initiative 
has about 900 members with whom we can connect not only during the 
meetings but through their websites,” said Olvia Reksodipoetro, the 
chairwoman of the Foundation for Noble Work or Yayasan Usaha Mulia 
(YUM).  
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YUM, founded by Muhammad Subuh in 1976, runs education, health and 
community development projects in West Java and Central Kalimantan. 
Together with local communities, they have worked to increase access to 
education and clean water, as well as wipe out endemic malaria.  
 
“We can see who the ones are that are looking for partners in Indonesia for 
specific projects so I am hoping this will help us look for funds for projects 
we have in mind in the next few years,” she told The Jakarta Post.  
 
As with many other nonprofit organizations, securing funds from robust 
donors has become critical for Olvia in ensuring that the foundation can 
continue running their outreach programs.  
 
“We are constantly looking for funding,” Olvia noted, adding that the 
foundation “luckily has friends who know other organizations” willing to help 
the fund-raising process.  
 
A “friend of the foundation” interning at CGI was the one who recommended 
the foundation to apply for membership. After presenting themselves to the 
CGI, the CGI eventually waived the US$20,000 membership fee for YUM.  
 
“We couldn’t have afforded it,” Olvia said.  
 
It was through a network of friends that the foundation was able to get in 
touch with corporate and government-based donors including Barclays and 
the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development 
or BMZ.  
 
However, fund-raising is not always an easy task for many foundations as 
many donor organizations were wary of fund abuse.  
 
“It’s difficult to approach the corporate world in Indonesia because they 
think that they will give money to foundations and the money will be 
misused,” she said.  
 
Therefore, the government needs to set up an association which assesses 
foundations, hence sifting the good from the bad.  
 
“The association would have criteria on what is accountable and 
professional. I think it would really be helpful for those who are trying to do 
their best,” she said.  
 
According to Olvia, professionalism and accountability was what saved 
YUM from the downward slump it had been experiencing when she took 
over the position as chairwoman in 2005.  
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“I immediately called an external editor to have the accounts audited 
because I wanted to start with a clean slate. And so the start was to assess 
where the problems were and what needed to be done,”  
she said.  
 
She added that a capable staff was essential in achieving accountability. 
However, this was what many Indonesian foundations lacked, which 
ultimately lead to their closure.  
 
“I think lots of people who start creating small foundations have lots of good 
ideas. They want to help, they want to do something good but, they do not 
have the proper background to really understand management or to 
establish a proper organization,” she said.  
 
“To really grow, you need to act professionally and also the new foundation 
laws in Indonesia are quite strict. So we have to be professional in order to 
abide by the laws,” she said.  
 
And as for Olvia, she said she had honed her management skills when she 
worked for the United Nations in her hometown of Paris and when she 
ended up in a consulting firm after moving to Indonesia in 1974 to set up a 
home with her Indonesian husband.  
 
Yet, the catalyst for her involvement in charity work was the financial 
difficulties her family faced in the early days of her husband’s career as a 
civil servant on a limited income, which once could barely cover electricity 
and telephone bills.  
 
“I started to be interested in social work after I myself suffered from some 
problems. Then I realized how it feels to not have enough money to live on 
a day-to-day basis and that really pushed me to get involved with social 
work projects once my life got back on track,” she told the Post.  
 
She initially carried out social work activities outside her work hours as a 
consultant. Together with her friends, as well as her sister-in-law Nesti 
Reksodipoetri, she established the Wandering Books Foundation, or 
Yayasan Pustaka Kelana, which ran mobile libraries in Jakarta.  
 
“Fifteen years ago I became interested in social work and in 2005 I was 
asked to be the chairperson of Yayasan Usaha Mulia,” she said.  
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Through her social work, Olvia learnt some of the most critical issues that 
the country must loosen itself from in years to come. One problem 
concerned the inability of people to access sizable social funds the 
government has prepared simply because the people were unaware that 
they had rights to those funds.  
 
Another pressing problem was the increasing inaccessibility to education 
due to fees charged to  
students.  
 
“Education has become very expensive,” she said. “So how can people with 
very little income put their kids through school? That is very critical in my 
opinion because if we have a high percentage of unskilled uneducated 
people in this country, we are going to have a lot of social problems.”  
 
She added that she, and many other social workers regardless of their 
nationality, wanted to improve conditions in Indonesia through social work 
because they have spotted the potential in Indonesians.  
 
“There are a lot of bright people in Indonesia,” said the woman who is now 
an Indonesian citizen.  
 
“[Social activists] feel something can be done, should be done and they 
want to help,” she said.  
 
At the end of the day, the woman, who said that she has “brainwashed” her 
children into committing themselves to charity work as well, noted that she 
was the ultimate “winner” by reaching out to others. 
 
“I feel it’s so fulfilling to do something that you feel is helping other 
people,” she commented “I always feel that I am the one who had quiet a 
lot of professional experience through the years of work I had done, and I 
want to give back,”   

“I feel that I am the winner, I am the lucky one.”  


